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WHAT IS THIS REPORT ABOUT?

In the summer of 2023, we spoke to nearly 1,000 
people in the borough of Redbridge to find out what 
they care about.

These conversations took place during 29 workshops 
called ‘Here We Share’ sessions. When we were busy 
listening to people’s stories, we shared something in 
return such as food, a memento or a fun activity.

We worked with some fantastic local organisations to 
reach people in our target areas of Ilford, Loxford, 
Hainault, Fullwell Cross and organisations supporting 
people with care and support needs.

We have found some common themes. This 
information will help to shape our programme so that, 
together, we can create better projects for our 
communities.
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WHAT MAKES US HAPPY? 2

Celebrating our 
diverse cultures 

and identities

Living in strong 
communities 
who get along

Spending time 
with family and 

friends

New 
experiences 

and 
adventures

Opportunities to 
get creative

Physical 
activities and 

sports

Relaxing and 
spending time 

in nature

People love celebrating our diverse cultures 
in Redbridge and want to bring people 
together through creative, community 
activities. We also love a sense of adventure 
and trying new things.

Foods from 
around the 

world

Being kind 
and giving 

back

‘Festivals near the lakes,
with many different cultures.
Sharing food, music, singing, 

dancing and decorations.
Meeting people new and old.

Dressing up, keeping warm from 
the cold.’

Extract from poems written by 
children and parents at John 

Bramston Primary School



WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO US? 3

Our family and 
friends

A clean and 
green 

neighbourhood

A sense of 
community

Our faith and 
beliefs

Our health and 
wellbeing

Our safety and 
the safety of our 
neighbourhoods

Learning, 
training and 

skills for better 
pay and to help 

others

The most important things in our daily lives are 
our friends and family. Other important things 
are a sense of community, being healthy and 
feeling safe. We are often busy and stressed 
and want to have more time away from our 
screens. Faith and religion also play a big part 
in our lives.

‘Family get-togethers, cooking, 
walking, going to see live shows. 
All these things make me happy.’ 

Barbara, Inclusive Walk Group



WHAT DO WE WANT TO SEE IN REDBRIDGE? 4

Activities for 
young people 

who lack 
opportunities

Activities to 
empower 

women

More 
community and 
cultural events

Improved and 
more accessible 

community 
spaces

Activities for 
older people 
who may feel 
forgotten or 

isolated

We want to see more community and 
cultural events, that are local, colourful and 
bring people together. We also want better 
community facilities. We feel some groups 
have fewer opportunities in Redbridge, such 
as young people, women and older people.

More local 
activities in 

public spaces

More 
representation 

of diverse 
communities

Workshops or 
activities where 

we have fun and 
learn

‘[We want] activities that allow 
young people to be educated on 

the different cultures in the 
borough in a fun and engaging 

way.’
Aminah, 15



WHAT STOPS US DOING THINGS? 5

Accessibility for 
people with 

disabilities or 
additional needs

Language 
barriers if English 

isn’t your first 
language

Not knowing 
something’s 
happening

How much 
things cost

Transport, busy 
roads and getting 

around the 
borough

Worries around 
safety

Living busy lives 
and not having 

much spare time

Some people have told us that life in 
Redbridge can be hard for them. People are 
worried about safety and the safety of our 
families. Other things such as cost, language 
barriers or accessibility for people with 
disabilities are also key issues. People find it 
hard to get around the borough so want local 
activities.

‘Safety is a big concern in our 
community. We want to feel a 

sense of safety in our 
neighbourhoods.’

Sajjad, 50



WHAT KIND OF PROJECTS MIGHT WE MAKE? 6

Redbridge 
Celebration Day

South Asian 
truck art

Photo booths to 
explore your 

culture

Kite design or 
hot air balloons

Door-to-door 
touring 

performances

Fashion and 
textiles up-

cycling

A languages 
café, including 
sign language

Global food 
festival and 

cooking 
workshops

‘Open Gardens’ 
weekend to 

celebrate nature

Night-time star 
gazing and 

constellation art

National bird 
sculptures to 
celebrate our 

diversity

Pop-up theatre 
in your 

neighbourhood

Circus skills for 
strength and 

fitness

Yarn-bombing 
your street

Drive-in cinema 
or theatre



THANK YOU 7

We would like to thank the following organisations 
for hosting ‘Here We Share’ sessions:

• Age UK Chair Yoga Group
• Barkingside 21
• Bealonians Football Club
• Black Woman Kindness 

Initiative
• Cavaliers Cricket Academy
• Di’s Diamonds
• Disability Awareness 

Festival
• Essex Tamil Society
• Exchange Shopping Centre
• Fabula Festival at 

Redbridge Central Library
• Forest Farm Peace Garden
• Friends of Loxford
• Hainault Café
• Hainault Fire Station
• Imagine Independence
• Inclusion Walk Group

• Islamic Centre Ladies 
Wellbeing Group

• John Bramston Primary 
School

• Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple 
Elderly Group

• Lifeline Projects
• Mount Pleasant Estate
• One Place East
• Pinewood Residential Care
• Redbridge Community 

Links
• Redbridge Respite Care
• Redbridge Youth Council
• Uniting Friends
• Witty Stitchers
• Woodbine Day 

Opportunities

Colours of Redbridge is a three-year programme of 
community-led arts and culture in the borough of 
Redbridge.

It is part of Creative People and Places (CPP), a 
national programme from Arts Council England, 
where local people decide what culture happens 
in their area.

Colours of Redbridge is led by a group of 
organisations who work closely with local 
communities:

• Friends of Loxford
• Ilford Business Improvement District
• Muslimah Sports Association
• Redbridge Council for Voluntary Services
• SPACE Studios
• Vision Redbridge Culture and Leisure



www.colours.red
hello@colours.red

http://www.colours.red/
mailto:hello@colours.red
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